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Superior Court of California

County of Sacramento



                                                  Requests for Funding – 987.9 PC
                                                       Explanation of the Process
                                                                     Overview
            Presiding Judge Hight has designated me to review all requests for 987.9 funding in death cases.  This memo outlines the procedures that I will use in reviewing such requests.  Careful adherence to these procedures will help me to quickly and efficiently review your funding request.
            I will NOT set your request for a hearing unless I am inclined to deny the request.  My clerk Darlene Aguilera will notify you of my intended decision.  You may then set a time and date to express your position on the record in an in camera hearing.

            There may be situations when a simple phone call will resolve an issue or question that I may have.  I will attempt to resolve as many issues as possible without scheduling a hearing.


   Format of Requests
           Your initial request for funding must contain a brief statement of the facts of the case, the status of the case and the names of all counsel involved in the case.  Subsequent requests for funding need not reiterate this information, but must include updates if the circumstances have changed.  I will maintain a secure file on each case in order to refresh my memory when you submit subsequent requests.

A.     All requests for funds must include a declaration from counsel that discloses the 
         following information:     
· The type of service being requested (investigator, lab work, travel, etc.)
· The name of the service provider, and if applicable, a vita or resume of the provider.

· A detailed description of the services to be provided and the relevance of such work to the defense theory.

· A specific note must be made if you are asking for a higher rate to be paid to an expert than CCD allows.

· The number of hours estimated to complete the work, the hourly rate and a general estimate of when the work will be completed.  Note that flat fees will not be approved.  You also need to include the rate paid to this expert in the past.

· Requests for travel and/or per diem funds.  (Remember you must provide justification for hiring out of state providers, including attempts to secure in state providers).

B.     Requests for Supplemental Funding

        If you are seeking a supplement to funding that has already been approved and expended,
        your request should include the following information:

· A copy of any earlier request for funding for the service/provider, to include the earlier declaration submitted in support of such funding.

· A detailed description of the services provided pursuant to the earlier approved funding and an explanation as to why promised services have not been completed.

· A detailed description of the new/additional services to be provided and the relevance of such work to the defense theory.
C.     All orders for funding are made with the express understanding that in the expenditure of

         the funds you must comply with all rules, policies and procedures of Conflict Criminal

         Defenders (CCD).  You should not request nor expend funds for services that are or can 

         be provided by CCD (e.g., scanning, etc.) or for services designated non-reimbursable by

         CCD (i.e. travel time for experts, secretarial services, etc.).  For detailed policies and 

         procedures, and services, refer to the CCD website. (www.ppaccd.saccounty.net) or call 

         CCD.

D.     Hourly rates for investigators, experts, and other ancillary service providers must 

         conform to CCD’s hourly rates for said providers.  Hourly rate information for specific

         providers can be obtained by calling CCD.

E.     Every request for funding must include an order for the Judge to sign and a 
         self-addressed stamped envelope so the order can be returned to you.
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